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* Lion-hunt' sculptures now in the British Museum unearthed
another royal library:13 Ashur-bani-pal's reign is consequently
another well-documented fragment of Assyrian history.    His
duty was to punish the rebellious Egyptians, and, after one
abortive expedition, whose success was prevented by a great
storm, he not only succeeded in recapturing Memphis, but
took a Phoenicean flotilla up the Nile to Luxor and occupied
the holy city of Thebes.    His father's policy of clemency to
the conquered, which he adhered to in the case of Thebes,
now proved misguided, and the garrisons which he left in-
adequate.   Seven years later he was compelled to undertake
a third conquest of Egypt, and to treat the city of Thebes as
Sennacherib had treated Babylon.    The great stone temples
of the Egyptians were left standing, but a prodigious loot of
gold, silver, statues and even sculptured obelisks was carried
off to Nineveh, and the city itself was sacked.   Excavators
have quite recently discovered charred ruins of houses burnt
to the ground on this occasion, and in one of them the helmet
of an Assyrian soldier.

The much larger army of occupation which Ashur-bani-pal
was now compelled to leave in Egypt proved a terrible drain
on Assyria, both in men and war-supplies. And when this
became apparent, the usual uprising of south Iraq and Elam
at once took place. The rebellion followed the precedent of
those in previous reigns with almost tedious similarity, a
familiar feature being the presence among the Elamite forces
of a contingent of Chaldeans under a grandson of Merodach-
baladan. The only remarkable aspect of the whole affair
was that it was led by Shamash-shum-ukim, Ash-tir-bani-pal's
own brother, who had been made governor of Babylon. Its
suppression was achieved at the cost of an appalling number
of casualties among the Assyrian troops, and the strain which
it put upon the imperial reserves created a central weakness
from which Nineveh never completely recovered. Even Ashur-
bani-pal's fertile imagination was taxed to invent adequate
tortures and humiliations for the insurgent leaders who
survived his punitive campaign. Certain Arab chieftains,

* dwellers in the tents of Kedar', who had joined in the revolt,
were treated literally like dogs, being chained in kennels
before the palace door.  Others were sold in iihe slave-markets